
Collect  -  Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one, may
show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

A Reading from Jeremiah
The following message came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah. 
This was also the eighteenth year of the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem was then under siege from
the Babylonian army, and Jeremiah was imprisoned in the courtyard of the guard in the royal palace.  King
Zedekiah had put him there, asking why he kept giving this prophecy: “This is what the Lord says: ‘I am about to
hand this city over to the king of Babylon, and he will take it.  At that time the Lord sent me a message. He said,
“Your cousin Hanamel son of Shallum will come and say to you, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth.  By law you have the
right to buy it before it is offered to anyone else.’”  Then, just as the Lord had said he would, my cousin Hanamel
came and visited me in the prison.  He said, “Please buy my field at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin.   By law
you have the right to buy it before it is offered to anyone else, so buy it for yourself.”  Then I knew that the
message I had heard was from the Lord.  So I bought the field at Anathoth, pay ing Hanamel seventeen pieces of
silver for it.  I signed and sealed the deed of purchase before witnesses, weighed out the silver, and paid him. 
Then I took the sealed deed and an unsealed copy of the deed, which contained the terms and conditions of the
purchase, and I handed them to Baruch son of Neriah and grandson of Mahseiah.  I did all this in the presence of
my cousin Hanamel, the witnesses who had signed the deed, and all the men of Judah who were there in the
courtyard of the guardhouse.  Then I said to Baruch as they all listened, “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s
Armies, the God of Israel, says: ‘Take both this sealed deed and the unsealed copy, and put them into a pottery
jar to preserve them for a long time.’  For this is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says:
‘Someday people will again own property here in this land and will buy and sell houses and vineyards and
fields.’”

The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

A Reading from 1st Timothy
Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.  After all, we brought nothing with us  when we came
into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it.  So if we have enough food and clothing, let
us be content.  But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  And
some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.  But
you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things.  Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along
with faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.  Fight the good fight for the true faith.  Hold tightly  to the eternal
life to which God has called you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses.  And I charge you
before God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate, that
you obey this command without wavering.  Then no one can find fault with you from now until our Lord Jesus
Christ comes again.  For, at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only
almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords.  He alone can never die, and he lives in light so brilliant
that no human can approach him.  No human eye has ever seen him, nor ever will.  All honour and power to him
forever!  Amen.  Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is
so unreliable.  Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.  Tell them to use

their money to do good.  They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always being ready
to share with others.  By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so
that they may experience true life.

The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
 People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord
Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who liv ed
each day in luxury.  At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores.  As Lazarus lay
there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores.  “Finally, the
poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet.  The rich man also
died and was buried, and he went to the place of the dead.  There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far
distance with Lazarus at his side.  “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity!  Send Lazarus over
here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue.  I am in anguish in these flames.’  “But Abraham said
to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing.  So
now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish.  And besides, there is a great chasm separating us.  No
one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’  “Then the rich man said,
‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home.  For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn
them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’  “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned
them.  Your brothers can read what they wrote.’  “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham!  But if someone is
sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’  “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t
listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

The Gospel of Christ People:  Praise be to thee, O Christ

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of mercy and healing, you who hear the cries of those in need, receive these petitions of your people
that all who are troubled may know peace, comfort, and courage.  Lord, have mercy. 
For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. Lord, have mercy. 
For those in positions of public trust. Lord, have mercy. 
For those discouraged by failure or disheartened by sin. Lord, have mercy. 
For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, remembering . . ., for the hungry and the
oppressed, travellers and prisoners. Lord, have mercy. 
For those who have died to life in this world, may they find eternal Peace.  Lord, have mercy. 
For all of us, justified by faith in Jesus Christ. Lord, have mercy. 
Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and
one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord. 
Holy God, you reach out in love through Jesus Christ to save us so that we may live as faithful servants of
you alone.  Unchain us from our desire for wealth and power so that we may, in turn, release others from
the prisons of poverty, hunger, and oppression.  Amen.


